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DR. BALCH'S CAREER

Conspicuous in the Early Days of
Georgetown,

——— . e

THE CHURCH HE BUILT.

A Distinguished Divine Who Waa the Friend
of Washington—Connected With the Early
History of the District—The Old Academy
and the Columbian Library.

e e, ——

HE SUBJECT OF
this sketch, though hav-
ing passed away thirty
years before the birth
of the writer, deserves
more mention than the
brief epitaph on his
tomb in Oak Hill ceme-
tery.

Kev.Stephen Bloomer
Baleh, D). D)., was born

creek, Harford county,

the Susquehanna river about thirty-five miles
from Paitimore. His grandfather came direct
from Wales. His father removed to Maryland
about 1740 and occupied a small farm on the
banks of the ereek, where, by tilling the seil, |
be provided for his family. The tide of emi-
gration directing them south to the then El
Dorado— North Carolina— they followed in its
wake in 1769 and settled in Mecklenberg county
near Charlotte. The family consisted of eight
children—six boys and two girls. Three of the |
brothers followed the plow and three took up |
the cross and preached Christ and Him ervei-
fled. The lev. Hezekinh James Palch was one |
of the first signers of the celebrated Mecklen-
berg Declaration of Independence May 20, |
1775

After Stephen removed to North Carolina he |
experienced great difficulties 1n obtaining an
education. By the vigor of his own mind he |
acquired a knowledge of Latin and Greek. He
labored in summer and taught in winter, and in
that way supplied himsell with money which
was needed for travel and matriculation. In
1772 he left the humble home of his parents and
entered Princeton College, New Jersev, then
under the saperintendence of the distingnished
John Witherspoon, . D., ane of the signers of
the Declaration of Independence. Among his
classmates were William Bradford. attorney
general of Pennsvlvania, and Anron Burr. He
graduated in 1774 in a class of twenty, among |
whom was Brockholst Livingston, who was ap-
pointed a justice of the Supreme Court
of the United States. He left college for

REV. DR. STEPHEN E. FALCH.
[From anold engraving., )

Lower Marlboro’, Calvert county, Md,
to assume charge of a classical
academy. While on his jonrnev on reaching
Philadelphia he found himself short of funds
and alope in the city. He determined, how-
ever, to eall for what he needed at the hotel,
and as & last resort to show his testimonials as
an evidence that be was worthv to be trusted.
The next morning as he was walking the crowded
street, sad and defected. he noticed a verson
who seemed to look at him scrutinizingiy, and
tefore be had reached the hotel came up to Lim,
stating that he was a merchant from North !
Carolina. and Dr. Baleh informed bim he had |
relatives there, *““Well, they bave shown me |
great kindnes« lately,” said the merchant, “and |
perbaps l can pay bark some of it by aiding
you.”" This led Dr. Baleh to disclose his need
and the stranger willingly sunplied 1t,
A% A MILITIA CAFTAIN.

After assnming charge of the academy on
October 1, 1775, he was appointed captain of
his pupils of age to begenrolled in the state
miitia. He truined the youths of his company |
10 a knowledge of the military exercices, that |
thev might be ready at any moment to ex-
change their books for muskets, and they fol-1{
lowed him a8 their captain. always breasting
danger where it existed. The fleld oficera nu-
der whom he acted were Maj. Patrick Smith |
and Col. Alexander Bommerville of the Nary-
land militia,. His company econsisted of be-|
tween forty and fifty youths, many of whom |
were larger than himself. He was on daty and |
did service as eaptain three vears and was in |
actual service agminst the enemy from Decem- |
ber 1. 1773, to December 1, 1777. When the
enemy appeared on the shores of the Patuxent |
river and Chesapeake bay he wonld march out |

with his company to assist in re- |
lling them und suffered materially |
t; exposure to the night air in

that
unhealthy climate. Among his papils were Dr. |
Chms. A. Beatty and Dr. Worthington, who
never forgot their old preceptor for grounding
them in the l[anguages, and attended his family
gratuitously for manv vears, always declining
compensation when offered.  He studied divin-
ity st the same time and borrowed books from
the Rev. Thos. Clagett, who was a planter of
tobacco agyl afterward a bishop. Dr. Baleh |
was accustomed to relate many anecdotes of |
the diocesans of Marvland. They were a gay |
community. The trustees paid him in eonti- |
mental monev, which inn few davs was worth |
as much to him as the sands of the seashore,
and he left Calvert county as poor as he entered
it and went into Pennsyivania to be licensed by
the Donegal presbytery.
BOMEWARD EOUND,

Six vears had elapsed since he left the old
homestead. and southward be wended his way.
Arriviug on Taesdar in Georgetown, ILC.. in
1779, be was invited to preach,  The only place
of worship at that ime was the German Lu-
theran Church, a log bullding locatsd on the

cormer of 341 and ) strects northwest, in |
charge of Rev. Clement Lrooke. an k) weopal |
minister, and Col. Charles Beatty requestodthe

tor to permit Dr. Ealch to preachon Thurs-
» which he did. Being urged to remain
over Sunday D'r. Balch preached both morn-

« | John Rogers, who taught a classical

April 5. 1747, on Deer | by a few cottages. A short distance from the

Md., which empties into |I =
| mation that there were some Episcopal families

carriage factory now stands. Boon after com-
mencing his ministerial labors he succeeded

academy
here, mmong whose pupils were Wm. Wirt,
- author of the “Dritish Spy'’ and Attorney Gen-
eral of the United States, and Richard Brent,
esquire, once distinguished in the House of
Representatives. Dr. Balch was not only the
pioneer in religion, but of eduecation, the in-
come from the academy supporting him while
be labored to form a congregation and erect a
church. and after his first sermon six followers
of Calvin koelt about him in silent prayer and

rtook of the Lord's supper. Such was the
[:ginnlng of the Presbyterian Church in the
District.

HIS MARRIAGE.
July 10, 1781, he was vnited in marriage by
Rev. lsaac Stockton Keith to Elizabeth Beall,
the eldest daughter of George Beall. The cups

used at the wedding were not much larger than
a thimble. The ladies of Georgetown being
patriotic positively refused to ‘drink tea

during the progress of the revolution.
| His wife was young. beautiful and in-
| dustrious ;: uncomplaining and submissive

in adverse circumstances. She reared nine
children. In 1782 he succeeded in raising suf-
ficient funds to erect a church about thirty feet
square on the corner of 30th and M streets
| northwest, and in 1783 he erscted a mansion
which he called Mamre on a round green hill
near the river, on the east side of Duck lane,
now 334 street, south of Beotch row, where
the canal crosses the street. It was surrounded

 house a running brook made its way to the
ver, which hus long since been hushed.
In 1794 the Rev. Dr. Addison receiving infor-

in the town, he paid it a visit and was invited
by Dr. Balch tnEuld an Episcopal service in his
chnureh wnd encouraged him to organize an
Epi_«-ulml congregation, and in 17% Dr. Balch
assisted Dr. Addision in soliciting subseriptions,
and they succeeded in raising €1,500, which
formed a nucleus for the erection of St. John's
Chnreh, eorne=of Potomae avenne and O street
northwest. The name of Dr. Balch appears as
a subseriber, and he also assisted in the dedica-
tion of the new charch.

A few weeks after the death of his friend
Gen. George Washington, December 14, 1799,
Dr. Balch gave notice that on a certain Sab- |
bath he would speak of his life and services.
The people gathered from all the surrounding
country and he preached to more than 1.000 in
the open air. The text was the last verse of |
the tenth chapter of the Book of Esther, *“For |
Mordecai, the Jew, was next nnto King Abas-
nerus and great among the Jews and accepted
by the multitude of his brethren, seeking the |
wealth of his people and speaking peace to all
his seed.™

A TRYING PERIOD.

In 1300, desiring to devote all his time to his |
pastoral duties, he corresponded with Rev. |
David Wiler, urging him to become his successor
in the academy, which was accepted. From
that vear t@ 1507 was the most trying period in
the old pastor’s life. He had relinguished hia
business of instruetion and applied himself to
his duties as pastor. a step he did not take with-
out reflecting, for he derived from his eongre-
gation but a meager support. Large snms of
money passed through his hands during his in-
cumbenes of the classical academy, but he
loved money only for the good it may be made
to accom rlinh. He was a man of lavish gener-
osity, and none ever appealed to him for help
or relief that he did not respond, expeeting no
rewnrd suve that which comes to a noble sonl
for having helped the helpless. He was con-
tending with » multitude of carea at a cost
greater than he conld well afford. He had in-
dorsed the paper of his friend, Rev. David Wiley,
in the Columbian Bank to the extent of $2,000,
which he had to pay. and his twoeldestsous were
at Princeton College. DBat his income lay in the
ehurch, which was “most in his thought, and
ever in his gight.”” His property consisted of
an island in the Potomar river called Patmos,
from which a part of the fuel was obtained, and
of Wilberforce, a lot of ten acres, which he
bad named after the British statesman who had
great agency in abolishing the slave trade on
the coast of Africa. He wrote to Wilberforce
about the honor conferred on him, and the
statesman replied most politeiv in a letter from
his cottage on the Lake of Ullswater. Wilber-
force was but a short walk from the town and
was highly cultivated. The froutage was superb.
It declined from the hills into miniature dales
and was abundantly watered. This was all
except his home. His salary from the church
was irregulariy paid, but his marriage fees were
considerable. Povertyshowed among his family
its grim features and the winter of 15804 was a
severe and tryving one,

HIS HOME DESOLATED,

Under the ordinance of May 11, 1799, the
street was graded through the hill on which the
house stood to connect the tobacco warehouse
with the wharves and shipping. The house
divided itself into halves and bricks and mortar
fell into the street. The river was frozen toa
thickness of two feet. Horses were galloping
to the merry chimesof the sleigh bells. Happy
bovs and girls were sleighiug and skating. Yn
other homes fires were sparkling on the hearths,
but in the old pastor’s house was the scene of
desolation and despair and to add to their mis-
ery the larder was empty —a typical home of a
pioneer pastor. The old pastor in his distress
gathered his family in praver and supplication
to il who never deserts in time of need. when
kind friends came to his relief, and his wife
was domieiled for ths remainder of the winter
with one of his parishioners. My readers mav
wonder why he did not resume teaching, but
baving brought his friend here he was too
honorable to engage in rivalry. But necessity
compelled bim toopen a female academy, which
was soon filled with pupils. and the situation of
Lis family was relleved and the home prospered.
Notwithstanding his misfortunes, naturaliy
possessed of a contented mind —more precious
than gold —he went about town a cheerful,
contented and happy man, speaking words of
good cheer to all be met, irrespective of creed
or condition, They were all to him as the
children of one great family, having & common
father -God.

BALCE'S CLASSICAL ACADEMY.

I must now return to the academy of which
be assumed cbarge in 1780. The curriculum
consisted of Latin, Greek, mathematics,
science, surveving and navigation. The acad-
emy was not only patronized by those residing
in the town and vicinity, but by many who re-
sided at a distance, whose children boarded
with his parishioners, His friend, Gen. George
Washington, sent his nephews and wards,
George Steptoe and Lawrence Augustine Wash-
ington. children of his brother Samuel, who
died in 1751, to the academy to be educated,
with the request that Dr. Balch receive the

ing and evening. The death of his fath-r hav-
ing taken place 1t was natural that be wishied to
see his kindred after so long an absence, andon
reaching North Carolina he found that his !
father had bequeathed the whole of his small :
fortune to his two daughters, exeept one silver
dollar to each of his six sons. e divided his
dollar between bis two sisters, and after linger-

ing awhile i1n his old home he went avromd
to preach asmong the people of the
Carolinas and Georgs. In  his Jois-
pionary tour he experienced rudeness

and many privations more than onece among
the tories in the gloomiest pertod of the revo
lntion. He always endeavored to the the
angry passions that kindled up the dames of 1n-
ternecine sirife, and often from the <arred desk
rallsed our dispurited troops to the standard of
our beloved country azsinst the common foe.
He was one night beinted in & strange neighbor-
hood and received a hospitable welcome in the
home of Col. Williams of South Carclinn  Be-
ing weary be soon retired. When Col. Willinms
returned home late in the evening, entering the
room be said: I must inform vou that | allow uo
one who is not a whig to sleep under my roof.”
“Then let me sleep in peace,” replied Dr, Baleh,
“for | was educated ander Dr. John Wither-
. one of the signers of the Declarstion of
Independence.” Un one occiston, when his
con tion was somewhat divided. such was
the state of feeling. that Col. Williams acted as
clerk and read out the hymus, clad in full regi-
mentals, with losded pistol in his belt and
sword by his side.
PEPARTCRE FOB GEORGETOWN,
Receiving many letters urging him to re-
tare to the town, an uniaviting field for his
Isbors, s mere hamlet then whose chief staple
was tob and ~monuments to
the indastry of the inhabitants its chief or-
naments. After due consideration he aocepted
the call, and resting here from: his itineracy
March 16, 1750, he arose in onr midst hke
luminary, developing the moral and in-
tellectual facuities of mini ke unto the sun
which seeks the plant for years hidden by the
stalwart omk that 1t may bud and blossom.
bed bis first sermon in a small frams
& which was used as a school house in
week and as a church on the Sabbath
bad rented for the purpose.
north side of M
& Jarboe's

He
the

THE HOUSE WHERE DE. BALCH DIED.
bovs into bis own family, which bhe did. In

1MM) be correspounded with  Rev.
Wiley, a graduate of Princeton
and a distinguished mathematician, urg-
ing him to become his successor in
the academy, whico was then known as the
Colombiun Academy. a large two-story frame
building, which crowned a round-pointed hill
where the Parber house now stands. No. 3241 N
sireet northwest, which commanded a fine
view of the river from the study rooms up-
stairsa. A high porch crowned the entrance,
from which hung the bell. Adjoining the
school room wus & large garden in the shape of
an oblong square, about midway of which was
planted a jessamine arbor. Rev. David Wile
assumed charge of the academy in 1801 L]
was burdened with a large family and this
staie of circumsiances urged him to take any
kind of pupil.
THE COLUMBIAN LIBRARY.

Dr. Balch was one of the founders and &
member of the board of twelve trustees of the
Columbian library about 1803, in which he took
an active interest. A dispute arose whether
tales. romances and movels should be intro-
duced. Some of the trustees thonght them in-
jurious by ereating a morbid taste, while others
contended their effect was to quicken the

David
in 1778,

| ruli down the old building and erect a much

imaginadon.  Dr. Baleh was opposed to novels,
and in his speech remarked: “gu may do as
yoa . but mark my words the tale shelf |
wil! have all the custom.” It was decided. how= |
ever, by a vote of nine to three that novels
should be provided. The preliminaries being
settled, the works were purchased in Philadel-
phia, and in due season they arrived by veassl

packed in boxes. The lib contained 3,000
volomes, which was .mr:rym increased to
3,500, and was open every Wednesday afternoon
from 2 until 5 o clock, and twice a wesk dur-
ing the winter months, books to be
| B David Wikay was o
. Dav iley was appointed
‘boohmhpttn the same room with the

penalty of IHE
A cen
librarias. The |

et | The vt waity e mimapnied o8
school books nnder the
Rev. David Wiley moon became scattered. Not
contented with being simply a teacher and
librarian he had a number of irons simul-
taneously in the fire. He was the superin-
tendent orutmpu-mrud and u:clihrnd an
agricultural at same 5 e was
also pq'ntm“. miller and preacher.
He was out om surv repeatedly to the
neglect of his school, which was finally dis-
m.ndlh.lﬂlmyuﬂ.r a few years ex-
became a matter of the past. He at
last became a politician and served as mayor
of the town from 1811 to 1812, and died in
North Carolina while returning from s govern-
ment survey. His intentions were always good
and honorable, and whenever he married »
couple ir: the absence of the pastor he divided
the fee with Mr. Balch.

1 -‘:ii.'.. Sk
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DR. BALCH'S CEURCH.

The church which he had erected in 1782 at
the corner of 30th and M streets northwest
after ten vears had elapsed wounld not seat all
who desired to attend divine worship and it
became necessary to enlarge the building by
extending the north fromt in 1798 and with |
characteristic enterprise he had a steeple
erected and a bell placed init. Soon after the
removal of the seat of government to Washing-
ton city considerable accessions were made to
the eongregation and it was necessary to still
further enlarge the church edifice, which was

done under the immediate superintendence of
Dr. Baleh. All protestant denominations wor-
shiped here und received the word of God at |
the mouth of Dr. Balch, and communed to- |
gether at the same altar, such was the liberality
that prevailed in those davs. In 15821, the !
building being insufficient to accommodate all |
who desired to uitend, it was determined to

arger edifice. which remained standing until the
spring of 1873, when it was demolished and the
material need in constructing » new church on |
I' near J1at street, |

The Presbvterinn Church was in fact the
mother church of the town. Other denomina- |
tions sought shelter under its roof while their |
chnren was being erected or remodeied. When
the Methodist Protestant Church was organ-
ized in 1829, Dr. Balch invited them to his
church and labored and sympathized with
them until they found a restiug place. He
was & friend of Georgetown College in its in-
fancy, and was a frequent visitor to the insti-
tution and often dined with the priests of
Catholie Trinity Churﬁh. On one occuic;n
they apologized for the appearance of the
table n:o fast day. Dr. Balch replied: *““Well,
well, brothers: if yon call this fast day what do
you have on feast day?” He wus also instru-
mental in organizing several Presbyterian
churches within the bounds of the Synod of
Baltimore, one of them in the city of Fred-
erick, Md.. where he often preached.

Amoung those who attended his church was
Gen. tieorge Washin~ on.who frequently visited
Lere from Mount Ve..on; Thomas Jefferson,
President of the United States, who on one oe-
casion contributed £75: Albert Gallatin, Secre-
tary of the Treasury, and the Freuca ambassa-
dor, Monsieur Pechion, while residing here,
M. Pechion and his wife were Huguenots. He
had been sent over by Napoleon to receive the
money which was paid for the purchase of
Louisiana during the administration of Jeffer-
son in 1803. The old pastor baptized his child
and the next morning Pechion sent him a note
containing #30, being as he explained in his
broken English, *‘ten for de leetle boy, ten for
de madame and ten for minesell,”” and he
mentioned that in France it was customary to
pay for baptisms,

Home young men were gnilty of the sacrilege
of robbing the church of the Bible and hymn
books, but the offenze was never repcated, for
on the Sunday following Dr. Balch made the
most thrilling and eloquent appeal ever heard
from the pulpit. Every eve was wandering
over the congregation in search of the perpe-
trators. The supposed agentsin the lﬂPl‘:l'
were ever afterward held in contempt and some
of them left the town. In the closing years of
his life the congregation provided Dr. Ealch
with assistant ministers.

AS A PREACHER AND A SCHOLAR,

Dr. Balch was a man of robust, vigorous con-
stitntion and of a bold, honest countenance.
Arrayed in his gown and bands he made an im-
posing appearance in the pulpit. His style of
oratory was forcible aud impassioned. Though
bold in his appeals he always addressed the af-
flicted with astonishing tenderness. He at
times resembled Whitfield. Inthe dispensation
of the Lourd's supper he was without a rival in
his sublimity both in language and manner.
Among the classics he preferred Horace to
Virgil. He might easily have been a man of
extensive reading, but chained to the school
room the greater part of bis life he was obliged
to confine himself to a system. He was

a kind and affectionate father, and in
his social relations of life few men
possessed more urbanit of manner,

pleasantry and anecdote. e was an invet-
erate chewer of tobacco, especially when en-
gaged in solving problems in the school room
or in animated conversation. During the
course of his well-spent life he educated
seventy-four youths for the ministry and a
large number for the different professions,

some of whom became eminent. He practiced
what he preached: ‘It is not good that man
should be alone,” and believed in tying the

marriage knot. As an example to others he
married twice after ing four score years.
His tirst wife. Elizabeth Beall, died on June 27,
1827, aged sixty-five vears, and on November
5, 1828, he married Elizabeth King, who sur-
vived the ceremony but three weeks, and died
November 23, 1828, aged fifty-eight years. On
November 9, 1830, he married Mrs. Jane Par-
rott of Easton, Md., formerly of Georgetown,
who survived him many years. He performed
more matrimonial ceremonies than any other
clergyman in the District at that time, and
night or day he was always ready
to attend to candidates for matrimony. On the
south side of the Potomac river there was a
district called Cooney Neck. mostly inhabited
by the laboring classes. On one occasion this
worthy man related that a couple from Cooney
called at his house at midnight. He had re-
tired to his bed room, and as he undressed pre-
atory to lying down he heard a rap at the
rout door. He ralsed the window and was in-
formed that a couple at the door desired to be
united in wedlock. Herequested them to make
ready and he would marry them from the win-
dow. The service performed he wished them
good luck and good night and uested them
to leave the fee under the front door. Sure
enough in the morning he found tucked under
the door two shillings and sixpence. On
another occasion from the same neighborhood
a couple cailed sbout noon. They were invited
into the parlor and were married. The usual
command, ‘‘Salute your bride,” was given,
when the young man acted in an ignorant man-
ner, which showed that he did not comprehend
the command, when Dr. Balch called out “Kiss
your bride.” Love couples from all sectious,
money or no money, came to him to get mar-
ried, and on one oceasion a couple from the
country gave him as a marriage fee one-half
peck each of dried apples and
He always spoke well of the dead if he could,
and on one oécasion, when performing the last
sad rites of a wicked old man, of whom nobody
remembered any virtue, after general remarks
upon the solemnity of death, he concluded as
follows: *“I deem it my duty in this sad hour to
say of the departed that we were scheol mates
and a finer mathematician I did not know.’

vices in the revolutionary war, which was
granted him.

HIS DEATH.

On Bunday morning, September 22, 1833, at
9 o'clock a.m.,as he was preparing to go to
church to perform his official duties, he was
siricken with aporhr.y and sank to rest like
the sun without a cloud to hide his luster. As
the pews of his death spread through the town
the citizens, irrespective of religious creed, ex-
gnued themselves with one accord: “Well

one good and faithful servant, enter thou into
the joy of thy Lord.” A successful plaster cast
ghhrmmbhn ust after his death. On

regret the death of one aged and vemerable
fellow citizen, Doctor Stephen Bloomer Balch.
who for more than fifty-three years has been &
useful and honored minister of religion in the
town, illustrating the holy profession he made
through his 1 career by a life of uniform
piety toward and benevolence, liberality
and kindness to his fellow men, descending to
his tomb full of years, and rich in the rever-
ence, esteem and love of the whole community.
Resolved, that as a testimony of respect to his
memory, the members and officers of this cor-
poration will attend his funeral tomorrow
(Tuesday) at 10 o'clock a.m. Resolved, that
the clerk of the corporation be requested to
transmit a copy of these resclutions to the
family of the deceased.”

The town was draped in mourning, business
places were closed, and all the bells tolled as
the remains of this faithful apostle of God was
carried from his residence, No. 3302 N
street. to the church where he had so ofteu per-
formed the last sad rites to hundreds and thou-
sands. Ministers of all denominations, inelud-
ing eight priests representing the Catholio
Church, who had loved and venerated him in
life, joined in the funeral cortege. When the
hearse reached the church the procession was
still forming at the residence.

The funeral sermon, an eloquent discourse on
the life and services of deceased, was preached
by Rev. Elijah Harrison, of Alexandria, Va.,
from Aets vii, 2: “And devout men carried
Stephen to his burial, and made great lamenta-
tion over him."" After the funeral sermon his
remaing were incased in the front wall of the
church.

His life was checkered with many severe
trinls. Dug ont of one home. flooded ont of
another and burnt out of a third, vet his forti-
tude and piety, resignution and cheerfulness
forsook him not. Keeping his eye steadfustly
fixed on his sacred calling, he was to lus expir-
ing herith faithful to his master. Hie family
consisted of nine children, us follows: Harriet
murried inmes 1. Wilson, & purser in the navy:

| after s death she married Gen. Alexander

b. who fought the baitle of Plattshurgh,
: 1814, She was a woman of remarka-
iy and gifie, and a leader in society in
tv or many vears. Anna Elinore mar-
fes Cnmpbell Wilson and resided hap-
s city for forty years, Jupe Whaun,
a very talenicd woman, married Willlam Will-

Metiom

| inmson, who was a fine classical seholar and |

bad five brothers in the Presbyterian ministry.

Eliza married Rev. Septimis Tustin, a noted |

I'resbyterian erator. Their four daughters died
in this eitv.  His eldest son became a distin-
guishied judge in Nashville, Tenn. George,
father of Admiral Baich, became a lawyer.

Louis V. Witherspoon was a talented lawyer |
and scholar: was elected judge in West Vir- |

gina,
lights of the Presbvterian m.nistry, was a man
of thrilling eloquence and a voluminous writer.
He married Miss Carter, firat cousin of the
confederate leader, Lobert E. Lee, a lady of
splendid classiczl attainments, Franklin died
young, end Hezekiah died on reaching man-
hood.
HIS FIRST MONUMENT.

In October, 1835, a handsome monument was
erected, not by the Presbyterian congregation,
but by his family, to his memory, in front of

the church be founded and so long presided
over. It was of white marble, representing a
pyramidal tablet resting upon a solid Ionic
base against the wall between the doors of the
main entrance, with no other ornament than a
wreath beantifully sculptured at the top. It
bore the following inscription and bad a chaste
and bandsome appearance:
SLCRED
To the memory of
Stevhen Balch, D. D,
Who died September 22, 1833,
In the eighiy-seventh vear of his age.
He was the founder of this church,
And for more than haif a century
Ita revered pastor.
He planted the gospel in this town,
And his example was for many years
A light to its inhabitanta.
He being dead, yet speaketh.

Reliquia mortales

Stephani Bloomer Balch, D. D,,
Sub hoc marmore

In humantue,
His children have erected this tablet
To record
The virtue of the dead and the
Gratitude of the living.

REINTERRED IN OAK HILL

In the spring of 1873, when the church was
demolizhed, his remains were reinterred in the
FPresbyterian cemetery on 334 street near the
chapel. In the spring of 1874 the philanthropie
William W. Corcoran wrote to his children re-
questing the privilege of removing the remuins
to Onk Hill cemetery. which was granted.
Writing to his son, Kev. Thomas B. Balch, he
said: ‘1 knew your father from boyhood, and the
sentiments of profound esteem with which at an
early age I regarded him were undiminished at
the close of his protracted and exemplary life."”
And on June 14, 1874, the remaina of this
apostle of God were reinterred near the Swiss
Chapel in Osk Hill cemetery amid the trees
where the birds nest their young and the plants
bud and blossom. A neat mural tablet ordered
by W. W, Corecoran was mounted on the wall in
the Swise Chapel bearing the following inserip-
tion 1n letters of gold:

IN HOXOR OF
STEPHEN BLOOMER BALCH, D.D.,

Born
on “Deer Creek,’’ near Balt., Md.,
April, A. D. 1847,
Came to Georgetown, D. C.,
Muarch 16, A. D. 1750,

Died September 22, A, D, 1833,
He planted the Gospel in
Georgetown. Founded
“The Bridge Street Presbyterian

Chureh,™
And was for more than 50 years
its Paator.
In life he Practiced what he Preached.
No Eulogy can add to such
a record,

It is wmy desire that this sketch may be the
means of arousing not only the Presbyteriaus
of the District, but the citizens of Georgetown,
to erect in some public place » monument to
this worthy pioneer of religion and education,
for many years “‘a’ lamp unto our feet and a
light unto our path.” W. 8. Jacksox,
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“In Ispahan."

Made smooth some centuries ago

By praying easiern devotees,

Blurred by those dusky naked feat,

And somewhat worn by shaming kneee,
In Ispahan.

It lies upon my modern foor,

And no one prays there any maore,

It never feit the worldly tread

Of smart bottines, high-heeled and red,
In Ispaban.

And no one prays there now, I said?
Ah, well, that was a hasty word.
Unce, with my face upon 1ts woof,
A fercer prayer it never heard

In Ispahan.

But still I lived who prayed that night

That death might come ere came the light.

Did any soul in black despair

Breathe, kneeling here, that reckless prayer
In Ispahan?

Peﬂur. I trust that heaven lent
ﬁ kinder ear than liem o me.m
some brown anctent, w + begged
To have his suffering mlen?l. free
In Ispahan.

1 tancy 1 shall like to meet
The dead who prayed here and whose feet
Unce made this rich old carpet frayed.

Peaoce o l;ﬂ“ #oulg, my friends who prayed

Aan.
ANNE REEVE ALDRICH.

British Uniforms Sold to Beggars.
From London Trath.

Thomas Bloomer became one of the |

Written for The Eveninx Star.
DECLINED THE PRESIDENCY.

-
A Notable Letter That Gen. Sherman Wrote
Before the Convention of 1584,

HE HAD NEVER READ A PARTY PLATFORM AND
HAD XEVER VOTED FOR ANY ONE BUT BU-
CHANAN—THE ‘'SHALLOW FLATTERY' OF THE
WHITE EOUSE CROWD.

NE OF THE GREAT MAGAZINES IS
engaged in the publication of an interest-

ing series of letters between Gen, W. T. Sher-
man and his brother, Senator John Sherman.
None of them is of greater interest or of more
historic importance than a letter which Gen.
Sherman wrote nearly nine years ago to Mrs.
John B. Heuderson, the original of which came
into my hands a short time ago. It will be
published as one of many original letters in Mrs.
Ellen Hardin Walworth’s “*American Monthly
Magazine” in its next issue, but I have the per-
mission of Mrs. Henderson to use its chief
features here. The letter has an interesting

history. It was written at the time when
the republican national convention was
in session at Chicago in answer to
& letter of Mrs. Henderson on the

subject of the desire of many of the leaders of
that convention to make Gen. SBherman the
republican nominee for the presidency. Mr.
Henderson was the permanent chairman of the
convention, and he was in the movement to nom-
inate Gen. Sherman, not from any antagonism
to Mr. Blaine, but because he thought that Mr.
Blaine could not be sure of election and he
thought that Gen, Sherman could. Before
going to Chicago Mr. Henderson approached
Gen. SBherman on the subject of permiiting the
use of his name before the convention and
he guve n qualified negative. Afterward when
the leaders of the opposition determined
to nominate Gen. Sherman if possible they
asked Mr. Henderson to communicate with
him. Mr. Henderscn telegrapbed to the gen-
eral and at the game time Mrs. Henderson, who
knew him very well and who had been present
at the interview with him before the conven-
tion, wrote to him urging him to permit the
nse of his nnme. Mr. Henderson received a
reply by telegraph —a decided negutive—and
Mrs. Henderson received a little luter a loug
characteristic letter,
EXTEACTS FROM THE LETTER.

It is a delightfu!, rambling letter, as frank
and discursive as Gen. Sherman’s eonversation
was, and no one who has talked with Gen.
Sherman willever forget his conversational abil-
11y, Here are some extracts from the letter (it

| i8 dated at St. Louis, June 5, 1984):

**Chicago at the bour of mv writing is like
the scene in *Macbetk,” where the witeh o wers
mixing their nos o! nolitics —it made litlie dif-
ference whether the *root of hemlosk dizged 1
the dark’ went in before the *S ' o not,
o in a few days, when the convention has ad-
journed, you wiil care little as to the details,
provided the pot boils and, as a candidate,
there 13 an average good man. [Henderson's
speech was good enough and it was all-sufficient
that my dispatch got there in time.  Our yvouug
friend Rooszevelt can use the material of his in-
tended nomination speech for Sherman at the
next or the next national convention tor some
other fellow, no matter whom.

I have been behind the curtsin at the White
House and have seen the skeletons in every
closet and everr room—Harrison. Taylor, Lin-
coln and Garfield. You and I both know the
green room and the east room and know the
shallow flatterv of the crowd which has gathered
there, and will gather there for vears, no mat-
ter who the occupant may be. I don’t want
the place. Mrs. Sherman would be simply
wretched there, and every time she went to
church or any time a priest entered the wails it
would be heralded to the four corners of the
world. Lizzie don’t want to go there and
Rachael hesitates. My only remaining son
would be poisoned and ruined by the place,
as 80 many boys have hitherto been. With
these facts branded in my gnemory, why
snould I ecovet the bhonor? Henderson
eaid well, the country labors under the ‘em-
barras de richesses;' i e., of too many men
qualified and wiliing. There is no war, uo
conscription. no compulsory process, so I am
as frirly out as any freedman should be. Where
comes in the patriotism? Iam not the only
savior—run Jacob Townsend with a specific for
all direases—on the contrary 1 believe the
country is heaithy and better not to be doctored
at all. I look upon all politieal parties as pretty
much zlike, governed by tho same selfish rules,
and might unconsciously adoptsome democratic
measure and be admonished by the newspapers
baving the administration in charge that it was
not in theplatform. Why, I never reada politieal
platform n my life, and don't believe I will
road the one now which has been compounded
in the witches' pot in Chicago. I never voted
but once in my life, then voted wrong —dis-
frunchised myself —and if pardoned will never
vote again. This was in California—I had to
choose between Fremont and Buchanan, [
knew Fremont was not qualified and went
itblind for Buchanan —on the mathematical doe-
trine of probabilities that he might be. If called
on today to define my position I wounld say:
The Star Spangied Bunner and the Lord’s
Prayver.’

“I'm a pretty enbject for a political ecandi-
date. ‘No, I will nove of it." Tell Henderson
the only candidate I ever had for President was
our old friend Spotted Tail, chief of the Ogal-
laln Sioux, handsome, dignitied and undoubt-
edly a‘native American.” He was killed in arow
up at the agency, and I am now a widow and
don’t much care who is to be our next Presi-
dent—Blaine, Arthur, John Shermhn. Lincoln,
Gresham, Edmunds, Harrison or Jue Hawley—
and if this great ple cannot chose out of
tkem and must look to the democratic party,
there ia Tilden, Jeff Davis and the devil—of
which three I would prefer the iatter —certain
that we now swnd so firmly on a basis of
strength (thanks to the brave men who fought
in 1861-5) that our fabric of government can-
not be shaken.”

WHERE IT WAS WRITTEN.

This letter was written undonbtedly in the
little room to the left of the entrance to Gen.
Bherman’s home on Garrison avenue in St.
Lounis. It was his study—half library, balf
office—with a lat-topped desk standing in the
middle of the floor. The house was a double
brick on one of the fashionable streets of the
city, now left far behind in the growth of St.
Louis, away from the river front toward the
west. The house was the gift of the citizens
of Bt. Louis to Gen. Sherman. It was not
very large or costly. It stood just opposite the
brick of a dealer in hams named Whit-
taker, and a clerical wit known beyond the
narrow limite of his city, Dr. John Snyder
of the Unitariasn Church, is ecredited
with comparing the two structures for the
benefit of a visitor to the city as typifying the
superiority of the pen over the sword. In this
home Gen. Sherman spent a number of years
and he would probably bave died there but for
some controversies which he had with the city
over water license and some other little dis-
cords, which 8o jarred on his nerves that he de-
termined to move to New York. While helived
in 8t. Louis Gen. Sherman devoted himself al-
most entirely to social plessures. He delighted
in a game of wiist and he reveled in story tell-
fug. One of my first experiences in active
o m was when I called at his house to
nterview him on some question connected with
the government of the state militia. I found
him in his little office and he welcomed me v

pleasantly and talked very fresly.
think that I never spent & pleasanter half hour
on any business mission, (Ean Sherman filled

the time with pleasant anecdote and entertain-
ing suggestion on the subject about which I
bad come to see him. He

and newspa
tly voluble Inwmn'

was always a
conversationalist,
MIGHT HAVE BEEN ELECTED.

together the
the comvention. That he
elected if he had been nominated was
himeself when the name
suggested to him

|
;

g

2
F
g

I

E

14 E[
i

|

i
z

¢

i
:

1)

READ, READ. READ!!

Hon. Samuel H. Barnes Sends Greeting---The
Battle is Won.

ol E s
e \
B Loy W

SR

Hon. Samue) H. Barnes of New Haven, Conn., has issued in that city the following open letter, which 18 gZiven verbatim.

Mr. Barnes has heen a prosperous business man there for 20 years. He has held no more importaut oMce than councilman and siderman,

but is one of the most influential men in the city. His greeting. published in Col. Osborn’s paper, the “Register,” Is as follows:

New Haves, Coxs., Mareh 3, 1600
To Whom it may Concern, Greeting:

The battle is fought and the victory won. Pralse God, from whom all blessings flow.

Paine’s celery compound has done its work. Thanks to the good Lord who enabled man 1o make sach a compeund to cure such @

dreadful disease as eczema.

In the year 1863 I was taken with a breaking out on my breast of terrible ftching, o much 8o that 1 could not slevp nights. It went all
over my body. 1 went to & doctor and he sald [ haf eczema, and he gave me medicine, bat it did net do me any good, and there was B

cure. Then, for many years, I traveled from one doctor to another.
For twenty-six years [ tried homeopath and allopath, but I did not get much help.

six months at a time, but it did e no good.

1 lived on nothing but becfsteak and bot waler for
I have been up nights for an hour & & time itching terribly. Words cannot cxpress the condi
tion that 1| was in. 1 was 85 bad that at one time 1 had to sell out my business at & loss.

But here 1 am now, after taking 14 bottles of Paine's celery compound, with my skin as soft as & child’s and as smooth a8 any nealthy
mau's can be. T am well; better than I have been for 26 years.

of wurk this winter. My blood I8 hot, bat there is no itch.

1 go to bed and sleep as good as & child, and have done the hardest kind

And now if there i3 any one who I8 aficted with this disease, in the name of all that is goold, try Paine's celsry compound, and do a@
Etop oatid you are well, If it takes 90 bottles, tor ¥ou can rest assured that It will do its work.

I wruld like to hear from those wlo are aMicted with a like disease. SawTkL H BazxEs

SBOE l’r }.OI Eum
YOU
SPARE
A MINUTER
There are o whole (ot of thines we'd ifke 1o talk to you

about— y01'd e Interssted 1n themn, too—but this e
ONE place where TALK isu't CHEAP. —In the et

MEN'S $6.00 HAND-SEWED FRENCH PATEST
CALF BALS, AND BLUCHERS

oy 83.75. i

lace we snoud like Lo =ay to you that
" WESELL FLENT n’: ufuu- CARPETS
FUR ONE PRICE - CASH  OR
CHEDIT - AND THAT PRICE
— Is LOWFK THAN sOOLS
OF EQUAL MERIT
HAVE EVER SOLD
FOR IN ANX
MEXN'S 8500 HAND-SEWED RUSSIA CALF t‘-'lt';‘ﬂ 1“';‘; :l-
OF THE STOCK OF BALS. AND BELUCHERS 17T

(

How do you like the 1one of that statement® Swp
rieht whers you are and read 1t M'—&IN,

were

00 Can repeat 1t WORD m'ﬁ"

LW e ui
We hove 1t will HBAUNT you —for truer words

Bl
CREDIT IS _Goobh
AT YOU NEE

ony 82.95.

. C. Hutchinson,

SAMPLES AND JOB LOTS IN LADIES' SHOES
807 PA. AVE. N.W.,

FROM $1.00 TO $2.00 LESS THAN OTHEE DEAL-
ERS' FRICES.

s »
There tsn't an article in the list halow that ean b
bouxht at vur price for cash in_sny other
bouse tn Washugsion --and yet they are our
~of sl Prices - either Wav v ou ploase.
lush Parlor Suite, 7 pieces, O
ir Cloth Parlor suite, 7 pisces, §°222 50,
il{hd-u Bed Koom Sulte, bevel glass in busess,

Bix-foot Osk Extension Table, §1 50
Woven Wire l&'ﬂv 1.5
Forty-pound Halr Matiress, 7.
Brussels Carpet, par yard S,
n Carpet, per yard doe.
All Carpet tuade and laid free of cost—po change fa

GROGAN'’S

MAMMOTH
CREDIT
OUSE,

B9, B21 AND 823 TTH ST. X.Wg

Cousisting of

ka. }[n.umr. Houm

1115 F 8= N.W,,

DEALERS IN FASHIONABLE SHOES

U!mnm

VERY GHEA

To Crose Ovor.

mh*g AT BANKERCUPT FRICES

Beauty Balm,

THE WONDERFUL COMPLEXION BEAUTIFIER.

It is absolutely pure and coatains nothing that
would injure the most delicate sk,
BEAUTY BALM s indorsed by society lsdiesand

E. H. THOMAS, Assignee. =

the leading stars of the stage, including Annie Pix- mhl BET. H AND 1 8T8
ley, Joh Bennett, Marie Tempest, Dells Fox,
Marie Burrcughs, Pheebe Davis, 1da Mulle, Marie
A Saiczep Preoer. Vanoni, &e. o
Marie Tempest thus writes of it:
— mrint s | SOPINe Goods,
S — h.'. Illll:’hl-uﬂﬂlh.hﬁl Fenno Laboratory Association:
peop] 't misled dvertisements wh Geatlemen: Your *“Beauty Balm™ should surely il
common sense and your good judgment raises any | prove s welcome sddition tothe toflet table. It im- ’“ﬁ‘,::“xﬁmfk'mw' ~ 1
question wmm.u:lm-mn parts to the s delicious softness abd nat- “yr unf!::au. ’l‘-'ri-hd?r-ul'!l
catch prices is an old dodge—it is all right for the buyer | ural color. It is superior to face preparstion with | Bwisses, e Fm
if he only takes these. Every article in ourstock is | which I have ever met. 1:::’”‘. e s SHUpE P i ) - 3
marked in plain figures. You can see as yougo. We MAKIE TEMPEST. enn, wotone N Dress |
bave no secrets. No other man has ever had the BEAUTY BALM is instantansous in effect, yet the . P Wool Chailics. Hootch
nerve to say through the public press. “'I 30n't Wabt | oyiee itself fsinvisible. It imparts to the roushest P o e T
any credit business—our terms are cash." If you buy skin a dsliciously soft appesrance snd the nstural | Table sks, all : g and 8
::run-h-—k ‘_u.l.l._ ma—un.: color of healthful youth. It removes redness, freckles | kins, f‘; ‘r-u-.“ .‘.’1‘1?..
ving man can Foods on time as cheap as blotches sorts 3 owala,
cash. We can furnish every room in your house with | “* md.::l:l DOLLAR A BOTTLE. :i A G oo e o e e,
every article except stoves. We have the best §50 BEAUTY BALM is for sale in Washington ot all | F mhe-3m
Chamber Suite in the city. The best §1.50 Dining drugyists, hair dressers, costumers and deal-
Chatr. A Folding Bed, 87.50. Handsome Chiffonier ers.in tollet preparstions.
Bed, §20; credit stores get 830 for the same. We o
carry complete line of Furniture, Matting, Carpets, kc. FENNO LABOEATORY, Bols Propristars,
?-‘:am-.eh:'x-pm 56-piece s S,
i i all
Toa sat, $2.95; 100-plece Diner ek, $8.60; 6 Tum- | essross et "romPUy Slled. Wo wil B 85 cusime poset. T8
15e. ; Carriages, from $8.95 o - -uu-.. _"-uu-
§20. We dont offer you something for nothing. We article -m“iv the
don’t write this ad. to deceive or mislead you. We dally orders 1eceived for it
wartto gain your confidence and secure your tzads. by matl from all pacts of the
Come and see; if you find We have misrepressnted ia i n ure country.
sny particular we will refund yourcar fare. g
— - K. W. Burehell, 1325 Fet. B
M. C. GRASTY, C fymonth
Furniture, Carpets, Matitag, &e.,
China, Glass, Lampa, Baby Casriages,

1510 and 1512 Tthst., bet. Pand O nw. mhS

Fox Crowc
METROPOLIS VIEW, D, C., BUILDING LOTS
CALL ON W. Q. DENISON
REAL ESTATE AGENT,

Bet the Best.
THE COMCORD KARMESS.

LUTZ & BRO.,

477 Fenn. ave., adjoining Ketional Hetel,

,“ﬂhhdm

210-6m EE3FSL N W.
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